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THE DICrIONARY OF MODERN MEDICINE. Edited by J.C. Segen. Park Ridge, NJ, The
Parthenon Publishing Group, 1992. 800 pp. $75.00.
The Dictionary ofModem Medicine is a well-presented reference book. It is easily
readable and clearly illustrated. This volume, however, may be more accurately
described as a small encyclopedia of modern issues in medicine. While it sets forth
manyinteresting stories behind terms used to describe medicine's role in society, it is
less successful in serving as a traditional dictionary oftechnical terms.
Thisbook contains a diverse collection ofmedical syndrome descriptions probably
found in no other compendium. It defines everything from Club Med dernatitis ("A
photodermatitis ... in a subject who played a 'drinking game' in which participants
rolled limes up and down their thighs: furocoumarin elicits erythema and vesicula-
tion if the exposed skin is subsequently exposed to light") and Chinese restaurant
syndrome ("[A]n autosomal recessive trait caused by sensitivity to monosodium
glutamate") toPiblokto ("Atransient hysterical reaction in Eskimowomen, inwhich
the subjects rip off their clothes in sub-zero weather, emitting animal and bird
sounds .. , a reaction that ispostulated to stemfrom long-standingrepression ofthe
personality ofthe Eskimo female, whose status is that ofproperty").
Similarly, the dictionary iswellversed in the social issues ofmedicine. It describes
Dr. X("A surgeon suspected ofcausing the untimely demise of30-40 patients ... in
New Jersey ... allegedly administering curare as part of his modus operandi"),
Guam ("An island ... the native inhabitants ... of which have had their brains
poked and prodded by Japanese and American neuropathologists, who wonderwhy
this population is so susceptible to the amyotrophic lateral sclerosis-Parkinson's-
Alzheimer's dementia complex"), and Skimping ("Delaying or denial of services to
members ofa prepaid or 'capped' health plan as a means ofcontrolling costs").
Current issues in medicine are surprisingly up to date. Topics in today's headlines
can be found in this dictionary. ddI (an anti-AIDS drug), RU486 (a controversial
abortifacient), and the Gagrule (a rule preventingphysicians funded byTitle X from
providing abortion counselling, upheld inRust v. Sullivan, decided in May 1991) are
examples.
Although general issues of medicine and topics of current interest are well
covered, the bulk ofthe dictionary involves more standard medical terms. These are
describedwithout resort to excessivejargon, and many newerterms are referenced to
the literature. Thisdictionary is not, however, abook tobe soughtout as an answerto
questions regarding technical terms. While the more common technical words are
carefully defined, a simple pocket dictionary of medical terms will have many more
such definitions. Even medical syndromes are described onlyby their more common
names. For example, Pulseless disease, a name for Takayasu's arteritis, is clearly
defined and characterized with respect to pathogenesis, laboratory findings, and
histopathology; however, Takayasu's arteritis is not listed or even cross-referenced.
An indication ofthe focus ofthe dictionary can be seen in theAIDS section. There is
a clear description of the syndrome, but there is just as much discussion about the
more general social and political issues. AIDS-gate ("an 'affair' in which French
authorities allegedly delayed the approval of the American enzyme-linked immuno-
sorbent assay (ELISA) ... ."),AIDS litigation, andAIDS statistics are all as carefully
defined and referenced as the entryAIDS is itself.
The areas of strength and weakness of this dictionary suggest two audiences:
people in the medical field who wish to have an update to dictionaries and reference
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books, and those outside the field who need to look up terms related to medicine.
While the scientific terms are not described at such a basic level to suggest a lay
audience, there is a wide range of medically related issues referenced. This volume
certainly has its own unique niche among reference books, but it is not, and cannot
substitute for, a traditional dictionary.
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NOVEL ANTIPSYCHOTIC DRUGS. Edited by Herbert Y. Meltzer. New York, Raven
Press, 1992. 267 pp. $90.00.
The field of schizophrenia research is rapidly changing. The advent of clozapine
has led to the exploration of new pharmacotherapeutic strategies based on mecha-
nisms other than dopamine-2 receptor blockade, the hallmark oftypical neuroleptic
treatment. As a result, investigators have explored many new approaches to antipsy-
chotic treatment based on dopamine-1 receptor blockade, serotonin-2 receptor
antagonism, serotonin-3 receptor blockade, enhancement of excitatory amino acid
neurotransmission, and other novel approaches. As a result, people working within
thefieldofschizophrenia andfamilymembersofindividualsafflictedwithschizophre-
nia frequently seek reference material that provides a snapshot progress report of
novel pharmacotherapeutic approaches to schizophrenia. NovelAntipsychotic Drugs,
edited by Herbert Meltzer, a leader in the psychopharmacology of schizophrenia,
fulfills at least a part of this need by providing very brief introductions to treatment
strategies based on a spectrum ofneurobiological mechanisms.
Some of the 23 chapters in this book represent work in progress, bearing the
strengths and weaknesses of this type of communication. Clinical investigators are
hungry for information about drugs such as risperidone, amperozide, odansetron,
remoxipride, and raclopride. Thisvolume provides briefinformative updates, but no
definitive findings, regarding the use of these agents in treating schizophrenic
patients. Chapters by investigators such as John Waddington, Philip Seeman, Carol
Tamminga, and their colleagues manage to bridge approaches to the pathophysiol-
ogy of schizophrenia and novel pharmacotherapeutic findings in short but informa-
tive chapters. Some ofthis material is unavailable in any other published source. An
otherwise interesting chapterbyJohn Olney, a leader in the field ofexcitatory amino
acid neurotoxicity, draws parallels between neurotoxic and psychotomimetic effects
of NMDA antagonists too closely. Olney suggests that anticholinergic agents would
be antipsychotic, based on his data indicating that they protect against PCP-induced
toxicity in the cingulate cortex. He ignores pre-clinical behavioral data and clinical
studies suggesting that anticholinergic agents exacerbate and cholinergic agents
alleviate the behavioral effects ofPCP.
The key to this book is its timeliness. Priced at $90.00, this slim volume is unlikely
to find its way into the personal library of many clinicians. At this price, this book
would need to contain classicpapers tobe useful in the long run. Itssnapshot reviews
and introductions are likely to be out ofdate in a fewyears. Important contributions
to the field ofschizophrenia that emerge from its preliminary research presentations
will eventually appear in the peer-reviewed literature. Advances that are blind alleys
ultimately will be forgotten. In the long run, volumes such as these often gather dust